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Yves Beck 

12/2025 
La fusion entre énergie, fraîcheur et maturité est 
évidente, d’emblée. Elle correspond bien au fil rouge 
qui marque le millésime. De la fraîcheur, mais 
également un côté solaire. Ainsi, il révèle des nuances 
de baies rouges, des effluves de baies noires mûres 
suivies d’une touche de truffes, de graphite, de pierre à 
feu et même de garrigue. La touche crémeuse de 
l’attaque ouvre la voie à un vin compact et dense. La 
texture n’est pas des plus larges, mais elle est encadrée 
avec précision et plébiscitée par une énergie 
structurante. Tout cela mène à un Haut-Bailly très 
élégant, subtil, puissant et d’une remarquable 
cohérence. Tous les éléments contribuent à un 
cheminement réfléchi et linéaire avec pour leaders des 
tannins compacts, un peu serrés, qui regorgent de 
puissance et de fraîcheur. La complémentarité entre 
vigueur et tempérament est à son comble et le vin 
se positionne avec une sérénité qu’il ne parvenait pas 
encore à concrétiser lors des dégustations primeurs. 
Bien lui en a pris, car l’élevage était évidemment 
fondamental. Un très grand Haut-Bailly qui brille 
de sa subtilité, de son élégance et de son aptitude 
à afficher ses nombreuses compétences avec une 
délicatesse digne des très grands. Un vin accompli, 
juvénile, conquérant et entraînant. Et même si ce n’est 
pas dans l’air du temps, je ne manquerai pas de 
rappeler qu’il faudra attendre ! On pourra boire le 
Haut-Bailly II en attendant.  2029-2058. 
99/100 
 
 

 
James Suckling 

01/2026 
A near perfect example of this wine. Amazing aromas 
of oyster shells, iodine, stones, smoke, blueberries, 
blackberries, ash and graphite. Medium-bodied with 
firm and racy tannins on the center palate, giving 
tension and stature. The phenolics are thick and silky 
in texture. Persistent finish that suggests greatness. 
Best after 2030. 
98/100 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Jeb Dunnuck 

  03/2026 
The 2023 Château Haut-Bailly is an ultra-classy 
Haut-Bailly with its layered, round, seamless 
elegance. Ripe black cherries, currants, leafy tobacco, 
spring flowers, and graphite all emerge from this 
beauty, and it's medium to full-bodied, round, and 
remarkably complete and flawlessly balanced on the 
palate. It has fine tannins, integrated acidity, and a great 
finish. Gorgeous all the way, it will benefit from 4-5 
years of bottle age and cruise over the following three 
decades. Drink 2030-2059. 
98/100 
 
 

  
Adrian van Velsen   

04/2026 
A nose that invites you to dive in; deep, cool, and 
elegant, with radiant Cabernet fruit—blackberry, 
cherry, and cassis—underpinned by notes of violets 
and damp pebbles; on the palate, straightforward, 
precise, and powerful ; masses of silky tannins support 
the fruit, which is perfectly ripe and harmonizes 
with the structure; exciting, with great length and an 
almost spicy finish of red berry fruit. A decidedly 
seductive Haut-Bailly that will be enjoyable early on 
yet has the potential to age. 2028–2055.  
98/100 
 
 

 
Georgie Hindle 

  01/2026 
Fragrant spiced nose, blackcurrants and ripe plums. 
Smooth and satisfying, juicy and clean with plenty of 
grip but well balanced alongside ripe bramble fruit. 
Supple, generous, great depth of fruit. Impressive, 
and clearly a step up from many others in the 
appellation. Everything in balance but still giving a 
full mouthfeel, energy but restraint and great elegance. 
I love this.     
97/100 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Jeff Leve 
02/2026 

Flowers, blackberries, camphor, black raspberries, 
blackberries, cherries and smoke aromatics are all over 
the place. On the palate, the wine offers vibrancy 
paired with elegant, firm tannins, and fabulous levels 
of purity in the fruits. The length and 
expansiveness is impossible to ignore. The silky, 
refined finish leaves you with black raspberries, and 
black cherries coupled, with a refreshing touch of mint 
in the endnote that makes you want to take another sip. 
This is even better than it was in barrel, which is always 
a positive sign. Drink from 2029-2060. 
98/100 
 
 

 
Adrian van Velsen 

 02/2026 
Deep, cool in expression, crystal-clear Carbernet fruit, 
blackberry, cherry, cassis, violets, stony undertones; 
powerful on the palate, has meat on the bone, remains 
elegant, silky tannin ensnares the fruit, extremely long 
on the finish, ends on red berries and liquorice. An 
excellent, charming Haut-Bailly that will be fun at 
every stage of its life. 
98/100 
 
 

 
Alexandre Ma 

03/2026 
Château Haut-Bailly has always embodied 
Bordeaux’s ideals of dignity and reserve, a beauty 
akin to chrysanthemums glowing in autumn or pines 
standing tall in spring—often revealed only through 
the passage of time. Yet in the mild-tempered 2023 
vintage, it offers its very soul at a remarkably young 
stage. Cool, ink-like tones lay down a serene and 
assured opening, while notes of pine and cypress drift 
quietly, carrying an ancient, almost ritual calm. 
Bayberry and mulberry sweep across the palate with 
supple juiciness, touched by a refined trace of inky 
elegance, evoking a sense of antiquity and lasting 
resonance. With its return to a classical blend in 2023. 
This wine appears poised and graceful on the surface, 
yet it carries a deep, coiled energy within. I already look 
forward to meeting it again in fifteen years. 
97/100 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mathieu Doumenge 

03/2026  
Limpide de fraîcheur et de grâce, Haut-Bailly 2023 
s'annonce tout de suite sur l'élégance racée qui a fait 
la réputation de ce vignoble. On est dans l'une des 
expressions les plus pures et abouties du millésime : 
attaque voluptueuse, immédiatement reprise par une 
subtile électricité de tanins qui vient faire vibrer la chair, 
qui relance la dimension tactile pour étirer le vin, sur une 
persistance juteuse, salivante et rafraîchissante, en équilibre 
sur la sucrosité et les amers nobles. Une grande réussite, 
et un vin qui s'inscrira sur une très longue garde. 

 
*3 étoiles sur 4 : Un vin remarquable, arborant des subtilités, 
de la profondeur, porteur d'une véritable identité terroir et de la « 
patte » du vigneron. 

 

 
Antonio Galloni 

                                                                                          03/2026 
The 2023 Haut-Bailly is a dark, brooding wine. Plum, 
blackberry, new leather, gravel and incense begin to 
emerge with a great deal of coaxing. As always, Haut-
Bailly is a wine of elegance and restraint. This 
really fleshes out beautifully in the back end, but it 
remains rather imposing, especially in its tannin profile. 
96/100 
 

 
Neal Martin 

02/2026 
The 2023 Haut-Bailly has a very defined bouquet 
that is typical Haut-Bailly, with black plum, incense, 
hints of licorice and light marine scents that are very 
well defined. The oak is also very well integrated. The 
palate is medium-bodied with finely sculpted tannins. 
Very well balanced with a sense of linearity and 
strictness, but there is also plenty of black fruit packed 
into this Haut-Bailly, with a sapid finish that 
beckons you back for another sip. Excellent. 
96/100 
 

 
Jean-Marc Quarin 

02/2026 
Couleur sombre, intense et brillante. Nez très 
aromatique, fin, pur, subtil, sentant bon les fruits. 
Nuances de cuir. Touche de bois de pin à l'agitation du 
verre. Minutieux à l'attaque, très aromatique au milieu, 
avec de la grâce dans le toucher, les sensations 
grimpent en finale et le vin finit long, séveux, très 
parfumé, sur un grain fin. Belle finale aromatique digne 
d'un grand vin blanc. Meilleur non décanté que 
décanté. 2033 – 2060. 
17.5 /100 



 

 

 
 

Ella Lister et Béatrice Delamotte 
Primeurs - 05/2024 

Une retenue au nez, avec de jolis fruits rouges qui 
pointent le bout de leur nez, des prunes et des fraises 
des bois. Crémeux en bouche, il dévoile la caresse 
veloutée caractéristique de Haut-Bailly. Un vin subtil 
et discret, affichant une fraîcheur, une salinité et une 
élégance sensationnelles, pour un palais moderne. Il 
reste fidèle à son identité : bravo. Superbement 
élégant. 
96-98/100 
 

 
Jane Anson 

Primeurs -04/2024 
Inky plum colour, this is just so effortless, incredible 
savoury and moreish, salted cracker and cocoa bean, 
fine plentiful tannins, with plenty of hidden depths. 
Feels like a wine that you know you will be thrilled to 
be drinking in years to come. High floral aromatics 
unwind as you sit with the glass, showing purity of rose 
bud and liquorice, chalky tannins that are supple with 
finesse and grain.  
97/100 
 

 
 

Primeurs - 05/2024 
Un vin clair, sans saturation chromatique, mais d’une 
magnifique plénitude et d’une grande sérénité. 
L’identité du cru est parfaitement retranscrite dans 
cette version tout en finesse, expressive, d’emblée 
charmeuse, au parfum charnel de pivoine rouge. 
Indéniablement svelte. La matière s’exprime en 
longueur étirée, sans le moindre creux, maigreur ni 
angulosité. La saveur est pure, prenante, 
distinguée. La structure tannique suit le flot de la 
chair sans jamais s’imposer. C’est une grande réussite 
qui confirme que les millésimes moins massifs 
conviennent à merveille à Haut-Bailly. 
95-97/100 
 

 
Lisa Perrotti-Brown 
Primeurs - 05/2024 

It is deep garnet-purple in color and it waltzes out with 
showy scents of boysenberry preserves, stewed plums, 
and fruit cake, followed by underlying suggestions of 
Indian spices, menthol, graphite, and lavender, with a 
hint of cardamom. The full-bodied palate is rich and 
seductively plush, with layers of black fruits and exotic 
spices, plus mint and floral sparks, finishing long and 
fragrant. It is so graceful and opulent! 
96-98/100 

 
Primeurs - 05/2024 

Un modèle de classicisme qui n’ennuie jamais, promis 
à un grand avenir et dans le type même de ce que ce 
cru célèbre peut donner. 
95-96/100 - coup de cœur  
 

 
Chris Kissack 

Primeurs - 04/2024 
The aromatics here are pure, crystalline and (like the 
second wine also) framed and enhanced by a touch of 
reduction. I find crystalline red cherries, redcurrants, 
leather and plum, with an overlay of matchstick. This 
translates into a very precise, sinewy, lithe and rather 
athletic palate, with a medium body, and a firm sense 
of frame. Within there is a backbone of tightly knit and 
correct tannin, wrapped in the tense red fruits seen on 
the nose, with that reductive trace again, and a great 
sense of energy which bursts forth at the finish. A 
delicious and very drinkable example of Haut-
Bailly, with finesse but also mettle, classic for 
the château, and it should give a lot of pleasure.  
94-96/100 
 
 

 
Primeurs - 05/2024 

What a seductive aroma, blackcurrant, dark cherry, 
marjoram and wild sage, followed by light tobacco, 
delicate graphite notes and cranberry juice. Taut on the 
complex palate with a velvety texture and tightly 
woven tannin structure, building up a lot of tension, 
with balanced race and a well-trained body. A 
concentrated, long-lasting finish with small black 
berries, dark minerality and sublime astringency. 
Reminds me of the nimble Muhammad 
Ali. Clearly belongs to the top league in Pessac-
Léognan.   
19/20 
 

 
James Lawther 

Primeurs - 04/2024 
Fresher than Haut-Bailly•II with more of a Cabernet 
leaning (cassis and blueberry notes). Texturally smooth 
and round, the tannins fine but plenty of drive and 
persistence. Crunchy fruit and a light chalky finish. 
Less power than 2022 but more freshness and finesse 
and maybe balance.  
16,5+/20 
 
 
 
 
 
 


